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WILLETTON CHILD CARE CENTRE 

560. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Community Services: 

I ask this question on behalf of Hon Sue Ellery, who, unfortunately, is away on urgent parliamentary business. 

(1) Is the minister aware that negotiations between the City of Canning and the Willetton Child Care 
Centre, a well-used and important community resource for 25 years, have stalled for more than eight 
months? 

(2) Has the City of Canning identified to the Department for Communities what matters are holding up 
finalisation of the lease? 

(3) What action can the department take to ensure that the Willetton Child Care Centre can continue to 
provide a service to parents and to ensure that the centre’s recent Lotterywest grant for refurbishment of 
the centre’s kitchen is not lost? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. This centre was built on council land 25 years ago under a 
joint venture between local government, public works and the Department for Community Development. 

(1) The Department for Communities has been in discussion with the City of Canning since June 2010. The 
department agreed to the proposed new lease in the latter part of last year. In October 2010, the 
proposed lease went before council, but it was not accepted. 

(2) The City of Canning has informed the Department for Communities that the finalisation of the lease has 
been held up following a review of all its community facilities, which includes the Willetton Child Care 
Centre. The review that the city is undertaking has not been concluded. 

(3) The Department for Communities continues to work with the city to have the lease renewed. The 
department is currently liaising with Lotterywest to ensure that the grant is secured for the Willetton 
Child Care Centre until the lease is signed. I, too, would like that lease to be signed as soon as possible. 
But, as I said, it is up to the Canning shire council to get that lease signed. 

 


